


The toxics program would use data from the BCOP and the ICE methods to support screening
level evaluation of severe eye irritation and/or ocular corrosivity and as a contribution to an
overall weight of evidence analysis in the evaluation of industrial chemicals. We are hopeful
that, if additional data are gathered on mixtures and formulations, these tests would have broader
utility within OPPTS. In addition, the development of a standardized scoring scheme and a
strategy for histopathological evaluation of corneal tissue show great promise for further ,
classification refinements. EPA encourages the development of additional data to address these
~outstanding questions associated with the in vitro ocular methods analyzed by ICCVAM and
looks forward to continuing to work with ICCVAM as these methods and others are enhanced
and/or further optimized to support their regulatory utility. '

EPA is currently considering amending our technical guidance to incorporate the BCOP
and the ICE methods as screening assays for corrosive substances through our public Scientific
Advisory Process.
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